Monument View Bible Church

1173 17-1/2 Road, Fruita CO 81521

(970) 858-3954

Nursery Policies and Procedures

Philosophy:
As members of Monument View Bible Church, we are called to receive, nurture and treasure each child as a sacred gift from God.  In proclaiming that sacredness, we carry a commitment to love, shelter, protect and defend all children in our care.

He took a little child and had him stand among them.  Taking him in his arms He said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these children in my name welcomes me and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”       Mark 9:36-37

Mission Statement:
To help our children  know Christ by

providing a caring and  nurturing environment.

General Policies:

Age limits - Only children aged 36 months and younger are allowed in the nursery rooms.

Illness - If a child is visibly ill, the parent will be paged immediately and the child separated from the other children until the parent arrives to    remove the child from the nursery.  Parents of children who exhibit signs of a communicable    disease (i.e. RSV, Pink eye, Chicken Pox, HIV, Measles) within 24 hours of visiting the nursery should  notify the Directors at 858-5091 or  245-2933.  Nursery workers are NOT allowed to     administer medication of any kind.  Parents should not leave their child in the nursery if he/she exhibits any of the following within the last 24 hours . . .

●  Fever of 100 degrees or above

● Vomiting within the last 24 hours

● Diarrhea (6 liquid stools)

● Yellow or green nasal discharge

● Parasites, any form of lice, mites or ringworm

● Excessive coughing

● Less than 24 hours on an antibiotic after an    infection diagnosis.

● Rashes not related to diapering, heat or        allergic reaction to medicine (unless a note from a  physician is provided).

Drop Off and Pick Up
● Regular attendees will be given a permanent family number.  This number is the same for  nursery age children, as well as older children.

● Visitors will be given a temporary visitor number and may ask for a permanent number at any time.  Parents will write this paging number on the     sign-in sheet.  This is the number we will use to page parents in the Worship Service, if needed.

●  Write your child’s name on a name tag, and place the name tag on your child’s back.  Nursery staff will assist you in labeling other items you wish to leave with your child.

●  All parents must fill out a registration card for their child - even if your child is only a visitor.  This gives us a record of all who participate in our nursery ministry in the event that we should need to contact you for any     reason.

● 
In order to insure the safety of all the children, parents must initial the sign in sheet when picking up their child.

●   Under NO circumstances should the child be released to another adult without the prior written consent of the parent.

Safety and Confidentiality:

● 
  For security and safety reasons, only nursery staff and babies should enter the nursery.  Other adults and children are asked to remain outside
●  All the information about the children in our program and their families shall remain confidential unless it is determined that the safety of the child is in  question.  In the event abuse or neglect of any kind is suspected the Nursery Directors shall be  notified  IMMEDIATELY.

Emergency Procedures:
●   Please refer to the emergency procedures posted in the nursery.  If a serious injury occurs, an Accident Report Form, found in the Nursery       Handbook in the nursery, should be filled out by the nursery worker on duty.  A First Aid kit is located in the nursery restroom.

Caregiver Standards:

●  We require at least two workers be on duty AT ALL TIMES.

●  Under NO circumstances are the children to be left alone for ANY amount of time.

●  Caregivers are required to directly supervise children by sight and hearing at all times - even while they are sleeping.

●   Separation Anxiety is a common situation for children of nursery age.  Some children may cry when you leave them in our care.  Most become settled within a few minutes of your departure.  These episodes may decrease over time but may surface again at a later stage in your child’s      development.  We find that it is easiest on the children if their parents leave quickly and return only when it is time to pick them up.  If your child continues to cry and our efforts to comfort them fail, we will notify you.  If this is the case, you may stay with your child in our nursery or you may decide to take your child with you.

Discipline

The safety of all the children in the nursery must be maintained.

●
We do not allow throwing, hitting, biting, or kicking.  If a child expresses this behavior, he/she will be reminded in a kind, firm voice of the appropriate behavior expected of them and removed from the source of conflict.

●  
If the behavior continues, he/she will be  placed in a time-out chair for no more than one minute for each year of their age.

Infants


◦ Infants will be held  while  giving 


  bottles.  


◦ Diapers will be checked once 


  during church service and soiled 


  diapers will be changed immediately.


◦ When placing babies in a crib, they 


  will be placed on their backs 


   (unless instructed otherwise by 


   the child’s parent).

Snacks

Appropriate snacks are available.  For example:

Goldfish, graham cracker sticks, pretzel sticks, cheerios and animal crackers.

Please provide a list of allergies on the registration form. You may provide specific snacks for your child if you wish.  Snacks will only be given on the mat while the child is seated.

Toys and Equipment

The nursery is supplied with equipment, toys and books intended to foster play, learning and spiritual development.  Toys and equipment are inspected on a monthly basis by the nursery directors and will be discarded, repaired or replaced as recommended.

Nursery Activities:

All activities for children are developmentally and age appropriate.  Music and /or books will be available at all times.  It is our goal for the children to have a pleasant visit in the nursery. To achieve this, our workers will interact with the children as they play and talk with them.

Nursery Hours and Requests:

●  Nursery care will be provided for children age 0-36 months on Sundays beginning at 9:30 am and ending 15 minutes after the last service (approx. 12:30 pm).

●  Special hours will be in effect for Sundays when there are service schedule changes.

●  Nursery hours for those services will be publicized in advance.

Nursery Volunteers:


Parents and other members of our congregation are encouraged to volunteer.  Parents should contact Shannon Sheppard or Andrea Haitz if they would like to be a nursery volunteer.

Background Check:


Effective November 2007, all volunteers & nursery workers over the age of 18 will be required to have a back ground check through the finger printing process.

